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       From The Principal  

10 Smart Tips for Homework Success:  Help your 
kids manage their homework load with these 
successful strategies.    

 

BY STEPHANIE WOOD (FROM SCHOLASTIC.COM/PARENTS) 

What is it about homework that wears families out? Even newbie grade-
schoolers, who love doing it at first, often lose their enthusiasm and start 
stalling. And after a long day, you just want your kiddo to knuckle down so you 
can get dinner on the table or start the bedtime routine.  

But playing cop rarely works — micromanaging and nagging only make kids 
feel incapable or frustrated. A better solution: Think of yourself as a coach and 
cheerleader. To help you get there, we asked teachers and parents to share 
their A+ strategies for solving the most common headaches. Their work-like-
magic tips are guaranteed to bring harmony back into your homework routine, 
whether your child is a kindergartner or a fifth-grader, a whiner or a 
procrastinator! 

 

http://www.youthclinic.com/
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       From The Principal continued 

1. Do It as Early as Possible: Best for Everyone 

On days when there are no afternoon activities, give your child a time frame 
— say, between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. — to get down to business. This gives her 
some control over her schedule (some kids need a longer break after school, 
and others need to start right away to keep the momentum going). The only 
rule is that 5 o’clock is the latest time to start. If you're at work during that 
time, that means homework duties will fall to the after-school caregiver. This 
way, the bulk of it can get done before your kiddo’s too pooped — and you 
can just review and wrap things up once you get home. 

 

2. Create a Call List: Best for Forgetters 

From kindergarten on, kids need a list of three or four classmates they can 
call on when they forget an assignment, says Ann Dolin, M.Ed., a former 
teacher and author of Homework Made Simple. The study buddy can read 
your child the spelling words over the phone, or his mom can snap a pic of 
the worksheet and text it to you.  

 

3. Build Confidence: Best for the Intimidated 

When kids don’t get something right away, they may feel like they’re not 
smart enough and start to shut down, says Sigrid Grace, a second-grade 
teacher in Almont, MI. You can short-circuit negative thinking by sitting down 
and figuring out the first problem together. That alone can help her 
remember how to do the rest. Then heap on the praise: “You did a great job 
on that one! Try the next one now.”  

continued on next page 

http://www.pedersentoyota.com/
https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
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       From The Principal continued 

Another strategy: Have your child show you similar problems he worked on in 
class. That may jog his memory so he can retrace the steps. Plus, it helps you 
see what he’s already learned. 

 

4. Cut It in Half: Best for the Overwhelmed 

That’s right — you can make an executive decision to lighten your child’s load 
for a night if: 

• She doesn’t understand the assignment. 

• The assignment is vague or touches on a topic she’s not ready for. 

• She’s exhausted from a long day of school, gymnastics, and an 
argument with her best friend.  

If your child is completely lost, you can excuse her entirely. In the other cases, 
shorten the assignment, says Cathy Vatterott, Ph.D., a University of Missouri-
St. Louis professor of education and author of Rethinking Homework. What 
you can’t skip is informing the teacher. “Have your child write a note 
explaining,” says Vatterott. If she’s too young, write it yourself (with her 
input) and have her sign it. If you don’t hear back from the teacher in a 
few days, or your child is still clueless on the next assignment, follow up with 
an e-mail. 

Most teachers will be understanding if a student does this once in a while, 
says Grace, but if your child frequently fails to finish her assignments, there 
will probably be a consequence. 

 continued on next page 

http://www.timberlinegym.com/
http://www.summer.colostate.edu/summer-programs/k12-programs/
http://www.dellenbach.com/educator-discount
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       From The Principal continued 

5. Change the Scene: Best for Daydreamers 

Something as simple as a special place to work can boost a child’s motivation 
and, in turn, his confidence. “I let one kid at a time use my office if they are 
having trouble,” says Jennifer Harrison, of Sacramento, CA, mom of a 7- and 
an 11-year-old. “Being in the spot where Mom does grown-up work seems to 
help them focus. Maybe because I tell them that it’s my place to concentrate.” 

 

6. Keep the Positive Feedback Coming: Best for the K–2 Set 

Little kids need instant feedback, so it’s okay for parents of young grade-
schoolers to correct mistakes, says Grace. Then emphasize what your kid’s 
done well. After she’s finished, take her paper and say “Hmm, I’m looking for 
something . . .” After scanning it for a minute, say “Aha! Look how well you 
wrote your letters in this part!” or “This sentence is even better than the one 
you came up with yesterday!” If you praise specific improvements, your little 
learner will become more inclined to try to do a good job the first time 
around. 

 

7. Leave the Room: Best for Whiners 

“Kids who drag things out are often doing so for your attention — they’re 
enjoying the interaction on some level,” explains Grace. “Avoid joining in. And 
if you must stay in the room, have your child work in a spot that’s farther 
away from whatever you’re doing.” 

https://www.bannerhealth.com/physician-directory
http://www.saludclinic.org/
http://center.huntingtonhelps.com/lp/fort-collins/tutoring-2
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       From The Principal continued 

8. Beat the Clock: Best for Procrastinators 

Sometimes a pint-size foot dragger just needs a jump-start. If that’s true for 
yours, try Dolin’s “Five Minutes of Fury”: Set a timer for five minutes, shout 
“Go!”, and have your child work as fast as he can until the timer goes off. At 
that point, he can take a short break or keep going — and many kids 
continue. “Racing against a timer gives kids an external sense of urgency if 
they don’t have an internal one,” she notes (besides, it’s fun!). But it’s not an 
excuse for sloppy work, so tell him to go over it before he puts it back in his 
folder. 

 

9. Plan, Plan, Plan: Best for 3rd- to 5th-Graders 

Many teachers will break down big projects into a series of deadlines so that 
children learn to budget time. If your kid’s teacher doesn’t, show your child 
how to “scaffold” the assignment yourself, says Dr. Vatterott. Together, divide 
the project into steps, then help her estimate how much time each will take. 
Get a weekly or monthly calendar, and then write down which steps she’ll 
tackle when — and for how long. 

To get the most out of your calendar, include everything — from basketball 
practice on Mondays to the reading log every night so you both can plan 
realistically. If you know which nights are going to be a problem, “ask for the 
week’s assignments at once and figure out your own schedule for completing 
them,” suggests Dr. Vatterott. “Teachers will often work with you on this, but 
most parents are afraid to ask."  

 

http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
http://www.oakwoodhomesco.com/
http://www.larimerhealthconnect.org/
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/books/klutz-best-year-ever-9781338158816.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191009//txtl/10-homework-help-tips/klutz-planner////
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       From The Principal continued 

10. Let ’Em Vent: Best for Everyone 

When your routine is upended — and your kid hasn’t even started his 
homework — ease frustration by letting him complain. Listen, empathize 
(“Wow, that is a lot of work”), and state his feelings back to him (“You sound 
upset”). Once your child feels understood, says Dolin, he’ll be more likely to 
accept your suggestions — and better able to focus on what needs to be 
done. 

 

Plus: Your Way vs. The Teacher’s 

Your child’s tearing up over a long-division worksheet and you actually 
remember how to get the answer. But the teacher’s instructions are 
different. Do you show your kid your method — so at least she’ll have the 
correct answer? 

Hold off, says Dr. Vatterott. Your process may confuse her even more. You 
can help your child by talking to her about what she remembers from class 
and steering her to the textbook. If she’s still lost, just have her write a note 
to the teacher explaining that she doesn’t understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lctix.com/
http://www.urbanairfortcollins.com/
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For pics and updates from school, follow us on Twitter @KruseES 

February Calendar 

3 Chess Club  3:30-4:30 Media Center 

3 3rd-5th Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

4 Middle School Visits to Kruse  10:00-11:00 

4 Student Success Study  3:30-4:30 Media Center
 Buddy Program  

4 Parent/Teacher Conferences  3:45-7:45 Classrooms 

4 PTO Meeting  6:30-8:00 p.m. Media Center 

5 K-2nd Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15  Room 406 

5 Science Matters Pop, Bang, Fizz  3:30-4:30 Art Room 

7 STUCO Meeting  8:15-8:45 Room 701 

7 PTO Art Club  3:30-4:30 Art Room 

10 K-4th Class Group Picture Day  Media Center 

10 Chess Club  3:30-4:30 Media Center 

10 3rd-5th Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

11 5th Grade Class Group Pictures     
 (not the 5th grade panorama)  

11 Student Success Study  3:30-4:30 Media Center
 Buddy Program  

12 K-2nd Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

12 Science Matters Pop, Bang, Fizz  3:30-4:30 Art Room 

14 Valentine Classroom Parties  2:30-3:28 Classrooms 

14 PTO Art Club  3:30-4:30 Art Room 

17 No School – - Teacher Work Day 

18 Student Success Study  3:30-4:30 Media Center
 Buddy Program  

18 4th/5th Grade Honor  1:00-3:00 Lincoln Cntr.
 Choir Rehearsal  

http://joemivshek.kw.com/
https://twitter.com/kruseES
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For pics and updates from school, follow us on Twitter @KruseES 

February Calendar 

18  PSD Elementary Honor  7:00-8:00 Lincoln Cntr.
 Choir Performance  

19 K-2nd Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

19 Science Matters Super  3:30-4:30 Art Room
 Science Smorgasbord  

21 PTO Art Club  3:30-4:30 Art Room 

21 PTO Family Fun Night Bingo  6:30-8:00 Gym 

24 Chess Club  3:30-4:30 Media Center 

24 3rd-5th Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

25 Student Success Study  3:30-4:30 Media Center
 Buddy Program  

26 K-2nd Grade Spanish Club  3:30-4:15 Room 406 

26 Science Matters Super  3:30-4:30 Art Room
 Science Smorgasbord  

28 Read Across Kruse  9:00-9:30 Gym  
 Kick-Off Assembly  

28 PTO Art Club  3:30-4:30 Art Room  

28 End of Second Trimester 

https://twitter.com/kruseES
https://focotkd.com/
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FRHS Robot Reveal 

School Messenger 

School Messenger Voice Message Retrieval Line: New 
for the 2019-20 school year, all automated PSD and 
school phone calls will come from one main number: 
970-490-3050. In the past, the number displayed as      
1-866-316-3462. We made this change with our 
families and staff in mind. Some shared feedback that 
they didn’t always answer the 866 number thinking it 
was spam. Parents, guardians and staff members who 
may have previously saved the 866 number in their 
phone as a contact will need to re-save the new number.  If you miss a phone 
call or voice message from the district, you may call the number above and 
listen to the last 10 voice messages sent to your phone (most recent will play 
first). 

Ridgebotics is a high school robotics team from Fossil Ridge High School in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. Every year we compete in the FIRST (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology) Robotics Competition 
against thousands of other high school robotics teams. FIRST was founded 
with the purpose to inspire students to get involved in science and 
technology. This program is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that was 
designed to motivate students to explore and pursue science, engineering, 
technology, and math-based careers while developing knowledge, 
experience, and life skills. FIRST is a program that hosts events such as FRC 
(FIRST Robotics Competition), FTC (FIRST Tech Challenge), FLL (FIRST Lego 
League), and FLL Jr.  

On Tuesday, February 19th at 7:00 pm at Fossil Ridge High School we have an 
event called The Robot Revel Night & Silent Auction where we show the 
robot that we built during our six week build season. Last year we raised 
$1000 to help fund our robot. This year we are additionally hosting a silent 
auction with our Robot Reveal Night and we are hoping to raise $2000.  

Ridgebotics 

ridgebotics@gmail.com 

https://www.ridgebotics.com/ 

 

http://www.coloradoinmotion.com/
mailto:ridgebotics@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ridgebotics.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpkendrick%40psdschools.org%7Cd38f3d3b9e8f4b65b5e508d7989d7761%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637145674401708871&sdata=7Jzrp1jBhrxL9FwhXQBO8MT
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PTO FitClub 

Activity Flyer Packet 

Science Matters After School Enrichment 

Kruse News Link 

Please Contact Science Matters for more information 

ph. 303 805-9287 www.sciencematters.tv  

Please click on following link to access the 2020 Winter Activity Flyer Packet  
district website 

Fit Club - The goal of Fit Club is to expose our kids to different, new and fun 
activities to stay active. We will start our next Fit Club session on Wednesday, 
February 4th that will run for the next 4 weeks! 8:05-8:35 am in the gym. If 
you have questions or want to sign up email tamiboday@gmail.com 

Kruse News is HERE, so please stay current with all our latest events and 
announcements and check out our new YouTube Channel.   

While you are there please take a moment to SUBSCRIBE to our channel and 
whenever we post a video or GO LIVE you'll be the first to be notified.  

Here’s the link: http://tiny.cc/krusenews  

 

https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/communications/Fliers/PSD_Activity_Flier_Packet-Winter-2020.pdf
mailto:tamiboday@gmail.com
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUChL2aAzfLappGPtBYCh5Lhw&data=02%7C01%7Cpkendrick%40psdschools.org%7Cdd513750407b426c02dd08d74789a131%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637056528782393784
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChL2aAzfLappGPtBYCh5Lhw
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Box Tops—Did You Know? 

Did you Know? 

Kruse has brought in over $16,000 by clipping box tops? 

We want to do more and need all of our Cougars help!! 

From Sept 15th thru Feb 15th we will be running a friendly competition.  
Whichever grade levels bring in the most, non-expired box tops will win a 
cookie party for the entire grade. 

This is an ongoing competition so send them in as often as you can, there 
will be a box for each grade level for them to put them in. 

Don’t want to clip?  Do you know that there is a box top app that will still 
earn Kruse money? 

Thanks for all your support for your Kruse Cougars. 

Sincerely  

Kruse PTO 
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Art 

February is SuperArt! month. The SuperArt! Show 
celebrates one outstanding student’s artwork from 
each school in the district. Congratulations to 4th 
grader Lucia Aspiazu on her excellent wire figural 
sculpture. Her artwork will represent Kruse at the 
Superintendent building and be displayed for a full 
year.  

This month’s artist habit of the mind is Stretch and 
Explore. Student’s learn to reach beyond one’s 
capacities, to explore playfully without a 
preconceived plan, and to embrace the opportunity 
to learn from mistakes. Have fun trying new ways of 
creating art. 

 

Krusin’ Art Ceramics: 

We are beginning the afterschool ceramics enrichment, “Krusin’ Art” in February. Krusin’ Art is held in the art 
room Tuesdays from 3:30 – 4:30 and available to 5th grade students who are seeking a deeper educational 
experience into the world of clay and pottery. We explore various types of clay building, surface treatments, 
and even wheel thrown pottery. If this is something your student would be interested in, please contact me. 

 

Special Opportunity from Original Works…  

Our fundraising partners, Original Works, has extended art orders until February 28th. So, if you missed out 
on the original deadline or would like to order more of you student’s items you still have time! With this 
special offer, Original Works is allowing you to upload alternate artworks and have them printed on their 
merchandise items. The new orders will be shipped directly to your house. Please email with any questions 
or contact Original Works directly.  

 

To keep up to date on the art room happenings, you can follow our new Kruse visual arts instagram 
@krusevisualarts or check out the new website, www.kruseart.weebly.com. For parents and family of 3-5 
grade, you can follow your student’s artwork via Seesaw app. If you need your student’s Seesaw follow code 
please email me at rmontgomery@psdschools.com. 

 

Thanks,  

Mr. Montgomery 

http://www.kruseart.weebly.com
mailto:rmontgomery@psdschools.com
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